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USDA Invests $1.1 Million to Help Conserve Water, Improve Water  

Quality in Ogallala Aquifer in Kansas 

 
Producers located in focus areas have until June 19 to apply for funding. 

 

Salina, May 19, 2015—Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) is investing $6.5 million in the Ogallala Aquifer region this year to help farmers 

and ranchers conserve billions of gallons of water and improve water quality.  Funding will be 

targeted to seven focus areas in five states, including Kansas, to support their primary water source 

and strengthen rural economies. 

 

“This funding support assists conservationists and agricultural producers to plan and implement 

conservation practices that conserve water and improve its quality,” said Vilsack.  “This work not only 

expands the viability of the Ogallala Aquifer but also helps producers across the Great Plains 

strengthen their agricultural operations.” 

 

Through the Ogallala Aquifer Initiative (OAI), USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS) is directing funding in fiscal year 2015 to support targeted, local efforts to improve the quality 

and availability of this vital water supply.  This year’s work is planned in seven focus areas and will 

continue for up to four years.  It will conserve billions of gallons of water per year, extending the 

viability of the aquifer for multiple uses.  This conservation investment builds on $66 million that 

NRCS has invested in the region through OAI since 2011, which helped farmers and ranchers 

conserve water on more than 325,000 acres. 

 

In Kansas, NRCS will target $1.1 million in OAI funding towards applications that will be converting 

to a more efficient irrigation system or dryland conversion.  Producers located in the focus areas 

have until June 19, 2015, to apply for conservation funding through the Ogallala Aquifer 

Initiative.  Applicants should be located in the designated OAI Priority Area designated by the Kansas 

Groundwater Management District Quick Response Area or Priority 1 Groundwater Decline Areas. 

click here to see map   

 

Water quantity is a high priority resource concern under EQIP in Kansas,” said Eric B. Banks, State 

Conservationist for NRCS.  “With the additional funding, agriculture producers have the opportunity 

to implement water-saving practices.  This allows them to implement conservation practices such as 

irrigation water management, crop rotations, and replacing inefficient gravity irrigation systems.”  

 

Producers eligible to apply for OAI funding should visit NRCS located in their local USDA Service 

Center.  For more information on technical and financial assistance available through conservation 

programs, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/GetStarted or a local USDA service center. 
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